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Dear friend



, [ am writing to you from Georgia - a small but proud and sacred country, a mountainous
country where the thirst for freedom never ceases and history is written on a new page every
day. From a place where people often found independence through endure pain and suffering,
and freedom in the deep peace of the soul.

My homeland has fought for freedom over centuries, and it is this struggle that has taken root.
I am the result of this struggle - your friend, who was born in an already independent
Georgia, however, | often ask myself the question - “Are we really free?”. I look at my
generation through the eyes of the generation that was born in an already independent and
free Georgia, and not in the country of my ancestors. In 1991, Georgia officially declared
independence, although independence was first established in Georgia in 1918. However ,
these proved to be only a brief moments of happiness.

The Soviet occupation was able to overturn the will of the country, overshadow our values
and values, but we were and still are a strong and unshakable nation, so, with the courage,
faith, determination and love of our Georgian people for their homeland, we were once again
able to declare independence. This was precisely the historical moment that gave the new
generation - including me - a chance to grow up in a Georgia whose prosperity or unrest
would not depend on any other state, a chance to grow up in a Georgia that would decide its
own destiny and would shine. We gained independence, but freedom must teach us how to be
responsible for everything and everyone.

Freedom means that you yourself are the master of yourself and you must be responsible for
yourself in order to feel responsible for others. Freedom gave us the right to choose, but we
still do not have a conscious “freedom”. Gaining independence was only the beginning - the
main challenge is to protect, maintain and deepen it. At first, although we were not
spiritually, but not even physically, we could say that we were broken, but it was probably a
kind of challenge, a chaos in which we found ourselves, it was an economic crisis, a war, but
this did not halt our progress and development, nor did it collapse the bridge upon which we
stand so firmly today

This was the path that we had to take and have taken, as a result of which today Georgia is
strengthened, with developed democracy, freedom of speech and Georgia's aspiration for
European values. I am even more eager to ensure that the equal value of each treasure is not
devalued.

Gaining independence was that bright ray of sunshine that was a chance to enter a new life.
Independence is not just singing the anthem with the right hand on the heart, or waving the
Georgian flag, it is the constant responsibility that the "dark 90s" demonstrated. Since then,
many things have changed in Georgia. The so-called "dark 90s" are remembered by my
parents as a time of waterlessness, darkness, where there was no independence and self-
reliance. Today, my generation and I do not live in this time, we did not have to live a "dark"



life. We children born in independent Georgia do not remember the tanks standing on
Rustaveli, we did not hear the doomed screams of mothers, we did not see with our own eyes
the killing of people for freely expressing our words, but we know and every day, when we
think about all this, we think about how precious the price of freedom is. We read, write, and
study whatever we want, however, all of this was opposed by Soviet ideology at the time, and
any author or writer who expressed dissatisfaction with Soviet ideology was expelled from
the country.

We, the youth, must start defending these values, such as democracy, human rights, equality.
I dream of a Georgia where freedom will not simply have an explanation, but will also
include respect for human thought, speech and choice. We see the light - that ray of freedom,
which the storm that broke out during the independence could not extinguish and the strong
wave could not wash away. We do not want Europe, just a geographical goal, to develop the
economy. We want Europe to develop our thinking, choice and mind. I hope that one day we
will be each other's guests and together we will celebrate the uniqueness to which we aspire. I
want to believe that Georgia is on the path to freedom and this path already passes through
us. Independence is the sun, freedom is a ray of sunshine. Until the next meeting.



